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Introduction to the Holy Bible

The message of God, who wants to save everybody through the death of his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, is revealed in God's book, the Bible. The whole Bible is not a single book, but rather a collection of ____ books (you can find these answers in the table of contents on the first pages of your Bible) and divided into two parts:
a) The OLD TESTAMENT (including ____ books)
b) It's divided into three parts:
· The historical books (from Genesis to _________________________)
· The poetic books (from Job to _______________________________)
· The prophetic books (from Isaiah to __________________________)
The Old Testament reports on the creation of the world and the history of God's people, the people of Israel. But yet, what is the overall topic of the OT (see Luke 24:27 and John 5:39):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c) The NEW TESTAMENT (including ____ books)
It's divided into four parts:
· The gospels _______________________________________________
· The book of _______________________________________________
· The epistles (from __________________________ to _______________________)
· The ______________________________________________________ 
The New Testament tells about the birth, life, and death of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and the first centuries of Christianity. What is the overall topic of the NT (see John 3:16)?   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The BIBLE is also called THE WORD OF GOD or THE SCRIPTURES.

1. What is the primary purpose of the things written in the Bible?
       John 20:31	
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Even though many people have tried to eradicate the Bible from this world, they never succeeded. Why? 
a) Luke 21:33
____________________________________________________________________________
b) 1 Peter 1:23.25
____________________________________________________________________________

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Many say the Bible is merely a book of fairy tales with nice-to-read stories. Can we trust this book, which is about 2,000 years old? 
John 17:17
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Though many people nowadays consider the Bible a book of fairy tales, it is God's Word. It was written over more than 1,600 years by approximately 40 different scribes, among them the adopted Son of an Egyptian pharaoh, a prime minister, a physician, a general, a cupbearer, an inmate, a captive, a fisherman, a customs officer, a prophet, a shepherd, a scholar, a king, a craftsman and even a persecutor of Christians. They came from different continents, times, and social backgrounds and didn't know each other. And yet – this book is inherently consistent, without any contradictions.    

4. We said that 40 men wrote the actual scripts. However, Christians claim that God is the author. How is that possible?  
2 Peter 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16; 1 Corinthians 2:13
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This is what is called "verbal inspiration." It basically that the Holy Spirit dictated God's words to those scribes, all of which still included their personal "style" of writing. 
The Bible's authors first heard God's voice within their hearts, and then they wrote. You can best imagine this by comparing it to a musical instrument, for example, a trumpet. How does a trumpet produce those beautiful notes? Only when the musician blows into the instrument. In the same way, God breathed into men who were His servants. 
The breath of God was His voice in their hearts, the breath of His Holy Spirit, and thereby, words were given. Of course, what is written above doesn't mean that the authors of the Bible were robots. God used them just as they were. Differences in styles and languages confirm this, for example.

5. If the Bible claims to be God’s Word, it has to prove this statement. And it does in various ways—one of them is prophecy. Many Bible passages are prophetic, which means they predicted or foretold events that were still in the future when they were written. 
a) According to the Lord Jesus, what was the overall topic of biblical prophecy?
Luke 24:26
_______________________________________________________________________________
b) To show how reliably God predicted and foretold the future, we want to consider some things written about the Lord Jesus hundreds of years before He was born.

	Prophecy about Jesus 
	Fulfillment 

	Micah 5:1 
	Matthew 2:1 

	Isaiah 7:14 
	Matthew 1:18 

	Zechariah 9:9  
	John 12:13+14 

	Psalm 41:9 
	Mark 14:18-20 

	Isaiah 53:12 
	Luke 22:37  

	Psalm 22:18 
	Mark 15:24  

	Psalm 34:20 
	John 19:33 



6. From the first to the last verse, the Bible is the Word of God. At the end of the Bible, what two things are we warned against doing? 
 Revelation 22:18+19
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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GOD

In our first lesson, we considered the basics of the Bible. We saw that the Word of God is truthful and, therefore, reliable. Thus, if we want to learn about God, we must consult this book because He reveals Himself to humans. 

1. Religions with many different gods exist as long as there are humans. They have always wanted to come in contact with transcendental and divine persons (for example, Hinduism knows more than 300 million various gods). Now, let us consider the message of the Bible concerning that matter. How many gods are there?
2. Isaiah 44:6 and 45:5
_______________________________________________________________________________

3. The God of the Bible has a claim to absoluteness and exclusivity. He claims to be the only true God and, therefore, demands the worship of all human beings! 
a) Repeatedly, in the Bible, He tries to convince men that the gods of the other religions are only dead idols. How does He compare Himself with them?
Psalm 115:4-7 

	The idols…
	God…

	




	



b) What is God's view on the sculpture of these idols?
Isaiah 44:19; Jeremiah 10:5
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

4. The invisible God?
a) Can human beings typically see God?
b) Exodus 33:20
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

c) What did God do to be able to be seen by human beings?
d) John 1:18 and 14:8+9
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5. What are the two main characteristics of God?
1 John 4:8  ___________________
1 John 1:5  ___________________

Write down some more features of God you find in the following verses:
· Isaiah 40:28  ______________________________
· Luke 6:36  ________________________________
· 1 Peter 1:15+16  ___________________________
· Romans 16:27  ____________________________
· 1 Timothy 2:3  _____________________________
· 1 Thessalonians 1:9  ________________________

a) How did God show that he is love?
b) Romans 5:8 and John 3:16
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

c) What does it mean that God is light?
Daniel 2:22, Mark 4:22, Ephesians 5:13, John 3:20
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


6. God in the past
a) What has God made? 
Acts 14:15
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

b) Why doesn’t any human being have an excuse not to believe in God?
Romans 1:20.21
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

c) How has God tried to talk to human beings…
… before Jesus Christ came to this earth?
Hebrews 1:1
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
… since Jesus Christ came to this earth?
Hebrews 1:2
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

d) Which feature of God was unknown in the Old Testament and, therefore, revealed through the Lord Jesus?
John 16:27; 1 John 3:1
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

7. How can human beings be able to come to God?
John 14:6 and Acts 4:12
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
    According to these two verses, is there another possible way? ________________________

Remarkable!
These verses explicitly tell us that there is only one true path to come to God – despite all the various religions. In the following courses, we will consider more in detail how to get saved, but I would like to illustrate this truth:
Imagine God being on a high mountain. Human beings on the bottom seek to reach up to him. Now, all the various religions come into play. Hinduism, Islam, etc., give rules to be followed. This implies that humans must make an effort to climb up to God. But yet, they realize they can't fully obey these rules. Religions attach a condition to salvation: Obeying rules that are impossible to observe fully! Why? Because man is a sinner!
The Bible's message, however, is quite the contrary. It says that no man can climb up to God by obeying His laws since no one is free from sin. Thus, the Word of God shows us that God himself climbed down to us, namely in the Lord Jesus. Therefore, He provided and still provides a way to God—the only way!
Another unique feature of the biblical God is that He has revealed Himself as the loving Father. How incredible: This great God wants to have sinful human beings who despise Him as His own children. None of us would even think of adopting an acting, naughty, brutal, hateful, homicidal, lying person! Indeed, it is a unique difference from the "gods" of the other religions!

The following graphic illustrates the difference between the God of the Bible and religions:  
[image: ]



8. We have seen that God is light, which means that His perfectness reveals the imperfection and sinfulness of human beings. How does God think about evil? Can he deliberately ignore wrongdoing? 
Habakkuk 1:13, Genesis 6:6; Isaiah 43:24
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

9. How is it possible for God not to judge us for our sins if we believe in Jesus Christ? 
Romans 5:8, 1 Peter 2:24 and 3:18
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

10. What does it mean in this respect that Jesus Christ is the intermediary between God and men? 
1 Timothy 2:5
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

11. How can human beings become members of the family of God, having God as their Father? 
John 1:12
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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JESUS CHRIST

In our last lesson, we saw that there is only one God who has revealed Himself and his love by sending the Lord Jesus to this earth. We want to consider who this person is and what he has done.

1. Who is Jesus Christ? 
a) Romans 9:5  ______________________________________________________
b) John 5:18; Matthew 16:16  _______________________________________

Understanding what the Bible means when it says that Jesus is the Son of God is essential. First of all, it does NOT mean that he came into existence through procreation/conception between God and Mary. This is wrong and rather blasphemy.
The term "son" is merely used to describe a particular relation between God and His Son, which refers to identity and coequality. The Jews in John 5:18 understood that calling God his Father didn't mean that God had sexual intercourse with a woman but that Jesus made himself equal to God.

2. In how far was Jesus Christ involved in the creation of the world? 
Colossians 1:16
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How did Jesus Christ come to this earth? 
Galatians 4:4; Matthews 1:23
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Some say that Jesus Christ was only a human being (not God); others deny His humanity. Let us consider what the Bible teaches about both.
a) His divinity:
What does John the Baptist say about Jesus? John 1:34  ___________________
What does Peter say about Jesus? Matthew 16:16  _______________________
What do the demons say about Jesus? Mark 3:11  _______________________
What does God say about Jesus? Mark 1:11  ____________________________
What does the Lord Jesus say about Himself? John 5:18; John 9:35-37; John 10:36  ___________________________________________________________

b) His humanity:
Luke 2:12; John 4:6; Matthew 21:18; John 11:35
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our limited human brains can not comprehend that the Lord Jesus was both God and a human being. Divine things surpass our understanding. But even though we might not understand this, let us accept it in obedience and faith!  

c) If the Son of God was also human, could He also commit sin?
1 Peter 2:22; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 3:5   
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why did Jesus Christ come to this earth? 
a) Luke 24:26
_____________________________________________________________________
b) 1 Peter 3:18
_____________________________________________________________________
c) 1 Timothy 1:15
_____________________________________________________________________
d) 1 John 3:5
_____________________________________________________________________
e) 1 John 3:8
_____________________________________________________________________
f) Hebrews 2:14.15
_____________________________________________________________________
g) Hebrews 2:17
_____________________________________________________________________

6. Why was it necessary that Jesus Christ would have to die on the cross?
1 Peter 2:24; 1 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 9:28 [Hint: also consider Romans 6:23]
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Jesus in the tomb.
a) How long was Jesus Christ in the tomb?
Luke 24:46; Matthew 27:63
___________________________________________________________________________
b) How did He come back to life again?
Acts 2:32; Ephesians 1:20
___________________________________________________________________________

8. Where is Jesus Christ now? 
Mark 16:19; Colossians 3:1
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What will Jesus Christ do in the future concerning the earth and evil human beings?
Acts 17:31; John 9:39; Jude 14+15
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. How can we be saved from this judgment?
John 3:18.36; John 5:24; Acts 16:31
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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THE HOLY SPIRIT

In the last two lessons, we have learned who God is and who the Lord Jesus is. Now, we will consider the third person of the deity – the Holy Spirit. Sadly, there are many misbeliefs and false doctrines about this topic. Therefore, read all the verses carefully and let the Word of God speak to you.

1. Who is the Holy Spirit?
a) Compare Acts 5:3 with verse 4. Ananias had lied against the Holy Spirit. Read the last sentence of verse 4. Who is the Holy Spirit?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) Some say the Holy Spirit is only a power. Is that true? Why or why not?
c) Ephesians 4:30; John 14:26; Acts 13:2+4
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Holy Spirit is not only a power, but He is a person; he is even a person who is God Himself. Only a person can speak, send somebody out, and have their own will.

2. The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament 
a) What happened to Gideon approximately 1300 BC?
b) Judges 6:34
___________________________________________________________________________

c) What did David pray concerning the Holy Spirit approximately 1000 BC?
d) Psalm 51:11
___________________________________________________________________________

Gideon and David are only two examples of people from the Old Testament who were under the power of the Holy Spirit for a certain period. However, although they were true believers, the Holy Spirit did not dwell in them permanently.

3. The Holy Spirit in the New Testament
a) Where is the Holy Spirit now? Where does he dwell on this earth?
Acts 2:1+4; Romans 8:9.11; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Timothy 1:14
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) How does a believer receive the Holy Spirit?
John 7:37-39; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 3:14
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We don't need to pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit. God will give it to everyone who believes in Him! Note that the disciples prayed for the gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:14, but that was indeed BEFORE the day of Pentecost!

4. Can a true believer in whom the Holy Spirit dwells ever lose Him again? (we will consider this topic more in detail in one of the following courses)
John 10:28; John 14:16+17 and Ephesians 1:13.14
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Everyone saved through the Lord Jesus Christ receives the gift of the Holy Spirit. He will stay forever in that believer and will never depart from them!

5. The work and task of the Holy Spirit 
a) What does he do concerning unbelievers?
John 16:8
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) What does he do in the lives of believers?
· John 14:26
___________________________________________________________________________
· John 15:26
___________________________________________________________________________
· John 16:13.14
___________________________________________________________________________
· Romans 8:26.27
___________________________________________________________________________
· Acts 13:2 and 16:6.7
___________________________________________________________________________
· 1 Corinthians 2:10
___________________________________________________________________________
· 1 Corinthians 2:12.13
___________________________________________________________________________

c) The Holy Spirit wants to affect the believers. This means that he enables them to live a life according to the will of God. The Bible calls this "the fruit of the Spirit." Write down the nine different features the Holy Spirit wants to accomplish in our lives.
Galatians 5:22+23
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Practical life with the indwelling Holy Spirit
a) How far do believers bear responsibility for the Holy Spirit dwelling in them?
1 Corinthians 6:19 and Ephesians 4:30
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) If we, as true believers, still commit sins in our lives – what does that do with the Holy Spirit?
· Acts 5:3
___________________________________________________________________________
· Acts 5:9
___________________________________________________________________________
· Acts 7:51
___________________________________________________________________________
· Ephesians 4:30
___________________________________________________________________________
· 1 Thessalonians 5:19
___________________________________________________________________________

c) What does it mean that we should “walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16), that one can be “full of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 11:24), and that we should "be filled with the Spirit" (Ephesians 5:18)?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d) Carefully read Galatians 5:16-25. Try to explain the ongoing conflict between the Holy Spirit and the flesh.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e) How much of the believer's life does the Holy Spirit expect to occupy?
Ephesians 5:18   
___________________________________________________________________________

Some more aspects concerning the Holy Spirit are often misunderstood and misinterpreted (such as spiritual gifts and speaking in tongues). We will consider those topics more in detail in the bible course "The Church."
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TRINITY

The Bible states that God is one God, but three consubstantial persons: God, the Father, God, the Son, and God, the Holy Spirit (we have already considered all three). Trinity refers to this as the Latin expression "trinus," which means "threefold." 
The following example will make this understandable (though no example is perfect):
d) We as human beings consist of three different elements: spirit, soul, and body. 
e) A man can play different roles: He is a father of kids, a son of his parents, and a husband of his wife – three roles, but only one man.
f) We have only one time; however, it is divided into the past, present, and future.         

[image: Bildergebnis fÃ¼r trinity explained]

The Bible shows many proofs of the divine trinity, which we want to take a closer look at.

1. We have seen three persons: God, the Father, God, the Son, and God, the Holy Spirit. 
Even though it is a repetition of what we have learned, What do the following verses say about the three different persons being God?
· The Father:
John 17:3; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 1:1
___________________________________________________________________________
· The Son:
John 20:28; Hebrews 1:8; Colossians 2:9; 1 John 5:20
___________________________________________________________________________
· The Holy Spirit:
Acts 5:3.4; Psalms 139:7.8
___________________________________________________________________________

Now the following question arises: Is there one God – or three?
Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 44:6 and 46:9
_____________________________________________________________________

We must understand that we don't believe in three different Gods. In the Bible, we see God as three different persons, but there is still only one God! Some religions accuse Christians of being polytheistic idolaters since they would worship three separate gods. But that is not according to the teaching of the Bible: One God, but three different persons.

2. How far do the following verses from the Old Testament show us that God consists of different persons?
Genesis 1:26 and 3:22 and 11:7
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Genesis 1:1 says that God was in the beginning. In that case, the Hebrew word for God is "elohim," which is the plural form of the word "el" – thus, it speaks of more than one person. 

3. What do the following verses state about the trinity?
Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:13; Ephesians 4:4-6
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4. We have seen that this one God consists of three different persons. It means that there is diversity within that unity. How do the following verses state that – despite being coequally and together only one God – all three are different and not the same person?
a) John 14:26
___________________________________________________________________________
b) Acts 10:38
___________________________________________________________________________
c) John 6:38 and 17:5
___________________________________________________________________________


Lastly, all three persons are equally associated in the following verses: Matthew 3:16.17, 1 Peter 1:2, 2 Corinthians 13:14, and 2 Thessalonians 2:13.
In the biblical sense, Trinity does not mean "1+1+1=3", but rather "1x1x1=1"! 
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SATAN – THE DEVIL

You already reached the last lesson of this first bible course. Thank you for your perseverance. I am sure you have learned a lot already. Now, after having considered God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, we have to deal with the adversary: the devil, Satan.  
Satan once was a cherub (a mighty angel in a high position, created “perfect in beauty”). But he fell into pride and desired to be worshipped, as Ezekiel 28:14-19 and Isaiah 14:12-20 describe. God only, however, is worthy to be worshipped (Matthew 4:8-10). 
Since then, Satan (or Lucifer) has been the enemy of God and men. His greatest desire is to take all glory away from God, which he tries to do in various ways. He tries to prevent us from believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and being saved.

1. In the very first pages of the Bible, we get to know Satan. What was the role of Satan in the fall of man (the first sin of man)?
Genesis 2:17 and 3:1-6
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What descriptions are used in the Bible to refer to Satan?
· Matthew 4:3  _____________________________________________________
· Matthew 9:34  ____________________________________________________
· John 12:31  _______________________________________________________
· 2 Corinthians 4:4  __________________________________________________
· Ephesians 2:2  ____________________________________________________
· Revelation 12:10 (the end of the verse)  ________________________________

3. What are the two families into which humanity is divided?
1 John 3:10
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Many people today consider the devil someone who can give them pleasure and joy. The Bible states the contrary: Satan desires to harm us. What are the devil's activities concerning human beings, as described in the following verses?
· Luke 8:12  ___________________________________________________________
· 1 Peter 5:8  __________________________________________________________
· John 8:44  ___________________________________________________________
· Mark 5:14  __________________________________________________________

5. Satan has no power to snatch those out of the hand of the Lord Jesus (see John 10:28) who belong to Him through their faith. But still, the devil's particular concern is to deceive them. How does he try to do it?
2 Corinthians 11:3+13+14
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

6. Satan, despite still being strong, is a defeated enemy. What are the great results of the death of Jesus Christ concerning Satan?
· Hebrews 2:14
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Colossians 2:15
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Luke 11:22
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· 1 John 3:8
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What will be the inevitable end of Satan?
a) Romans 16:20
___________________________________________________________________________
b) Revelation 20:10
___________________________________________________________________________
c) Matthew 25:41
___________________________________________________________________________

8. What must believers do when Satan tries to deceive them?
a) James 4:7
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b) Ephesians 6:11-18
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) 1 Peter 5:8.9
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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